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‘Big Al Sicking Will
Quit Police Department

Mayor Kiel's Double Who
Won Many Medals for His
Numerous Arrests, Athletie
Prowess on Foree 16 Years.

““Big Al" Sicking, Mayor Kiel's double,
and sald to be the most consistent winner
of medals on the police force, yesterday
gave his resignation to the Police Board
after sixteen years of service in various
étstricts throughout the city.

Big Al, who is known outside the de-
partment as Albert W, Sicking of 2010A
Keokuk atreet, 1s one of the tallest patrol-
men In the city. He Is @ feet 4 Inches in
helght and weighs about 250 pounds with-
out his medals.

Before belng appointed a patrolman he
won a medal and the champlonship of
Missour! In heavywelght boxing. He was
then 19 years old and weighed 196 pounds.
He was appointed in 1509 and assigned to
a beat In the “bad lands,” on the Levee.

Bome of Big Al's medals were awarded
for arrests he made Others were for
rowing and athletic events in the de-
partment. Four gold medals were siven
by the Western Rowing Club, Sicking hav-
ing been a member of the winning team
in the annual races. The Lemp plate,
Faust loving cup and Busch loving cup,
which were awarded in these events, also
bave graced his home at various times.

In 1599 the team of which Sicking was
a member established the record time In
this country for rowing one and one-half
miles upstream. The contest was held on
the Mississippi at Cairo, TIL.

Sicking In 1808 captured John Thorton,
who killed Patrolman Ceno Fuls of the
Laclede Avenue Station. For this arrest
he was decorated at the annual grand re-
view of the Police Department held 1in
October of that year.

With the Introduction of fiu jitsu In the
Follce Departiffent, Sicking was made an
instructor. In his entire career he has
never been Injured, although he has been
fought by many persons who objected
to belng arrested:

After the capture in 1802 of five ex-con-
victs who were robbing a silk
Stcking was nicknamed “Mitts,” because
he fought the burglars without resorting
to the use of his club or ver. This
nams stuck to Sioking untfl ‘was trans-
ferred to beats In the residence section
of the clty,

The police recerd of his arrests fill seven

He now is walking . beat on
Gravols road {n the Seventh Digfrict. e

was stationed in the residential districts
after his marriage In 1912.

Big Al, whose statue and features have
been the cause of his being mistaken for
Mayor Kiel when in citizen’s clothes,
will walk his beat until February 1. Al-
though he has never appeared before the
Pollce Board or received a demerit mark.
he sald he would quit the force because
he was offered a better opportunity in a
business of his own. He will conduct a

loon.
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